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AGENDA 
September 2, 2021, 2:00 p.m. 

Room 252, Edgar A. Brown Building 
1205 Pendleton Street 
Columbia, SC 29201 

https://us06web.zoom.us/j/81901877489?pwd=QU5ma3hrWU9aZFJxT2VCS21SblEvdz09 
Access by Phone: 1-312-626-6799 Meeting ID: 819 0187 7489  

Passcode: 051531 

I. Welcome and Introduction of Committee Members 
− Mr. Frank Rainwater, Chairman, Revenue and Fiscal Affairs 
− Ms. Rhonda Morrison, Department of Health and Human Services 
− Dr. Edward Simmer, Department of Health and Environmental Control 
− Dr. Patrick Cawley, Medical University of South Carolina 
− Dr. Bill Gerard, South Carolina Hospital Association 
− Ms. Richele Taylor, South Carolina Medical Association 
− Dr. Vicky M. Young, South Carolina Primary Health Care Association 
− Dr. William “Tripp” Jennings, Governor’s Appointee 

II. Recognition of Other Stakeholders 
− Mr. Jim Ritchie, South Carolina Alliance of Health Plans 
− Dr. Kenneth Rogers, Department of Mental Health 
− Ms. Nanette Edwards, Office of Regulatory Staff 
− Other Stakeholders 

III. Purpose and Charge of Committee (F. Rainwater) 
− Proviso 117.75 

IV. Funding Expectations and Requirements (R. Morrison) 

V. Presentation of Existing Systems 
− South Carolina Health Information Exchange (SCHIEx) 
− Carolina eHealth Alliance (CeHA) 
− Carolina eHealth Network (CeHN) 

VI. Process for Developing Recommendations for a State Health Information 
Exchange 

VII. Other Business 
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VIII. Future Meeting Schedules (Tentative) 
− October – Identification of Key Elements and Draft Set of 

Recommendations 
− November – Final draft of recommendations due November 15, 2021 

IX. Adjournment 

Please note that the agenda is subject to change. 
For further information, please contact Kathryn Kelley at (803)734-2265 or HIEStrategy@rfa.sc.gov. 



 
 

FY 2021-22 General Fund Appropriations Act 
Act 94 of 2021 

 
 
Proviso 117.75.      (GP: Information Technology for Health Care)  From the funds appropriated 
and authorized to the Department of Health and Human Services , the department shall advance 
the use of health information technology and health information exchange to improve quality and 
efficiency of health care and to decrease the costs of health care as follows: 
           (A)      In order to facilitate the qualification of Medicare and/or Medicaid eligible 
providers and hospitals for incentive payments for meaningful health information technology 
(HIT) use, a health care organization participating in the South Carolina Health Information 
Exchange (SCHIEx) or a Regional Health Information Organization (RHIO) or a hospital 
system health information exchange (HIE) that participates in SCHIEx may release patient 
records and medical information, including the results of any laboratory or other tests ordered or 
requested by an authorized health care provider within the scope of his or her license or practice 
act, to another health information organization that requests the information via a HIE for 
treatment purposes with or without express written consent or authorization from the 
patient.  A health information organization that receives or views this information from a 
patient's electronic health record or incorporates this information into the health information 
organization's electronic medical record for the patient in providing treatment is considered an 
authorized person for purposes of 42 C.F.R. 493.2 and the Clinical Laboratory Improvement 
Amendments. 
           (B)      There is established the Health Information Exchange Strategy Development 
Committee to make recommendations on the development of a statewide HIE strategy that is 
intended to promote interoperability for purposes of improving patient safety, eliminating 
redundant or unnecessary testing, and increasing the efficiency of the healthcare system.  The 
committee shall assess other states' approaches to governing, financing, and implementing their 
statewide HIE efforts, including enhanced funding made available through the Centers for 
Medicare and Medicaid Services or other relevant agencies, and shall report its findings and 
recommendations to the Governor, the Chairman of the House Ways and Means Committee, and 
the Chairman of the Senate Finance Committee no later than November 15, 2021.  The 
committee shall consider and leverage the capabilities of existing exchanges and organizations 
already present in South Carolina and shall solicit and evaluate the input of appropriate 
stakeholders, including but not limited to, those represented on the committee.  Upon the request 
of the committee, the department shall furnish staff and other necessary resources to support the 
work of the committee, which shall be comprised of the following: 
                       (1)      the director of the Revenue and Fiscal Affairs Office or his designee, who 
shall serve as chair; 
                       (2)      the director of the Department of Health and Human Services or his 
designee; 
                       (3)      the director of the Department of Health and Environmental Control or his 



designee; 
                       (4)      the president of the Medical University of South Carolina or his designee; 
                       (5)      the CEO of the South Carolina Hospital Association or his designee; 
                       (6)      the CEO of the South Carolina Medical Association or his designee; 
                       (7)      the CEO of the South Carolina Primary Health Care Association or his 
designee; and 
                       (8)      an individual with substantial HIE experience, who shall be appointed by 
the Governor. 
           (C)      The department shall be authorized to use any of its available and uncommitted 
funds to develop, submit, or implement any advance planning documents or other similar plans 
in furtherance of a statewide HIE strategy, and to secure any available federal funding.  The 
department shall expeditiously prepare and submit any such documents or plans, particularly if 
necessary to meet any federal deadlines. 
 


