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INTRODUCTION: 

The purpose of this guide is to explain the data, methods, and analyses contained in the RFA FY 
2016-17 Education Funding Model Excel workbook.  Readers are encouraged to refer to the Education 
Funding Model Report for additional information regarding assumptions and methodologies. 
Any and all comments from interested parties are welcomed and may be emailed to 
EdFund@rfa.sc.gov 
 
Disclaimer 
This analysis is based upon the data included in the Statement of Expenditures and Revenues 
published by the Department of Education. Any errors or ommisions in the data may affect this 
analysis.  School districts may report any corrections to RFA by email to EdFund@rfa.sc.gov  
 

ANALYSIS: 

The analysis realigns expenditures and revenues to capture an estimated Basic Program, determine 
total state appropriations for the basic program, and then calculate the additional local funding 
required to support the Basic Program beyond state appropriations and the EFA local match.  This 
analysis is intended to develop a framework of the basic educational program that can be used to 
compare districts. (See Education Funding Model Report for additional discusssion.) 
 

DEFINITIONS: 

Column Labels 
Total Expenditures—81 Regular Districts: Expenditure data from SCDE FY 2016-2017 

Total Expenditures—Per Pupil: Total Expenditures divided by ADM 

Federal Funding: Revenue data from SCDE FY 2016-2017 

Local Salary Programs: Total Expenditures less Federal Funding multiplied by the Local 
Salary Supplement percent; excludes food services, building expenses, and other services that 
do not include a salary component 

Basic Program: Total Expenditures less Federal Funding less Local Salary Programs  

Basic Program per Pupil: Basic Program divided by ADM 

State Funding/Appropriations: Revenue Data from SDE FY 2016-2017 

Local EFA Match: Actual Local EFA Match allocated 85% to Instruction and 15% to District 
Services 

Balance: Basic Program less State Funding/Appropriations less Local EFA Match 

mailto:EdFund@rfa.sc.gov
mailto:EdFund@rfa.sc.gov
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Property Tax Relief Funding: Total funding for property tax relief is allocated to expenditure 
categories by applying available property tax relief revenue first to the Balance for Instruction 
and then allocating any residual revenue to the Balance for District Services and finally 
allocating any remaining revenue to Facilities and Transportation 

Additional Local Funding of Basic Program: is the Balance less Property Tax Relief Funding  

Total State Funding of Basic Program: State Funding/Appropriations plus Property Tax 
Relief Funding 

Total State Funding of Basic Program—Per Pupil: State Appropriations plus Property Tax 
Relief Funding, divided by ADM 

Total Local Funding of Basic Program: Local EFA Match plus Additional Local Funding of 
Basic Program 

Total Local Funding of Basic Program – Per Pupil: Total Local Funding of Basic Program 
divided by ADM  

Estimated Millage Local Salary Programs: Local Salary Programs divided by Assessed Value 
for Operations multiplied by 1000 

Estimated Millage Total Local Funding of Basic Program: Total Local Funding of Basic 
Program divided by Assessed Value for Operations multiplied by 1000 

 

Row Labels 
 Total – All expenditures and/or revenues before any adjustments 

Transfers - Transfers between funds that cause duplication of expenditures when included   

Exclusions - Adult education programs and four-year-old kindergarten programs that are not 
consistent across districts 

Debt Service – Funds used to pay back debt and bonds; inconsistent across districts; District 
revenue for debt service is estimated at the amount of expenditures less any proceeds from 
refunding debt 

For a detailed listing of transfers and exclusions, see EXP & REV LIST tab. 

 Adjusted Total – Total less transfers, exclusions, and debt service 

 Per Pupil Revenue – Estimated per pupil revenues for each column 

Categories listed below:  

See EXP & REV List for a detailed listing of the expenditures and revenues included in each category 

Total- Instruction  
Instruction 
Instructional Support 
Vocational 
Health and Social Workers 
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IT (85%) 
School Administration 

 Total – District Services 
  Leadership 
  District Services 
  IT (15%) 
 Total – Facilities and Transportation 
  Food Services 
  School Facilities 
  Security and Safety 
  Technology Infrastructure 
  Transportation 
 Total – Other Services 
   
 
Other Terms 

ADM – 135-day count average daily membership (number of students) 
Base Student Cost – base funding per weighted pupil for the EFA 
EFA – Education Finance Act 
Index of Taxpaying Ability – measure of a district’s property wealth relative to the state used 
for calculation of the EFA local match 
In$ite – South Carolina Department of Education expenditure categories 
Local Salary Supplement Percent: Estimated based upon the percentage by which the district 
salary schedule exceeds the state minimum for a teacher with a master’s degree 
Percent of Students in Poverty – students eligible for Medicaid or Free/Reduced lunch 
program; add-on EFA weight 
SDE – South Carolina Department of Education  
Total Local Match – EFA local match funding (30% of total EFA) 
WPUs – weighted pupil units (number of students weighted by EFA categories) 
 

 

TAB LISTING: 

The Excel workbook contains a series of tabs as shown below. 

  
The following is a listing of the tabs and data contained on each page. 
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Report 1 Total Expenditures 
Report 1 is Total Expenditures per Pupil after adjustments. 

• The report may be sorted by district ADM, WPU, 
% of students in poverty, or any of the referenced 
categories 

• Each value is compared to the statewide value to 
determine the % difference 

 

 

 

 

Report 2 Basic Program  
Report 2 is the Basic Program per Pupil. 

• The report may be sorted by district ADM, WPU, 
% of students in poverty or any of the referenced 
categories 

• Each value is compared to the statewide value to 
determine the % difference 

 

 

 

 

EXP & REV List  
• Lists the Department of Education’s 

expenditure and revenue codes by 
category 

• Provides a comparison of how the 
RFA expenditure categories used 
compare to the categories in In$ite 
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STATEWIDE REV 
Shows the Department of Education’s Statement of Revenues as reorganized into the analysis 
categories. 

 
 

STATEWIDE EXP  
Shows the Department of Education’s Statement of Expenditures as reorganized into the analysis 
categories. 
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STATEWIDE Analysis 
Data and analysis for the 81 regular school districts. 

 

District Tabs 
District Analysis – Funding analysis by district 

District EXP Tab - Shows the Department of Education’s Statement of Expenditures as reorganized 
into the analysis categories by district 

District REV Tab - Shows the Department of Education’s Statement of Revenues as reorganized into 
the analysis categories by district 

 

Other Data Tabs 
DB Inputs for Analysis– database of values used for each district’s analysis sheet 

DBExpenditures– database of expenditures by district 

DBRevenue– database of revenues by district 
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