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Economic Policy Uncertainty Index for the United States



Categorical Index: Trade Policy



Sahm Rule Recession Indicator



Global Price of Brent Crude and Olive Oil



Coffee and Gas Prices



Forecasters Predict Falling Short- and Long-Term 
Interest Rates Through 2027

CofC prediction:
Long-term interest rates will not fall.

Inflation will continue at 3.5% to 4.5%.

(Livingston Survey – Federal Reserve Bank of Philadelphia June 26, 2026)



Foreign Demand Could Offset Increase in Bonds Issuance



The Consumer…so far…



Forecasting with Feelings: The Modest Link Between Consumer 
Sentiment and Spending



South Carolina Outlook: A 
Charleston Metro Perspective



Port Traffic
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Headwinds: Tariffs, Fuel Costs, Wars



Airport Traffic Continues to Grow

0

1,000,000

2,000,000

3,000,000

4,000,000

5,000,000

6,000,000

7,000,000
20
05

20
06

20
07

20
08

20
09

20
10

20
11

20
12

20
13

20
14

20
15

20
16

20
17

20
18

20
19

20
20

20
21

20
22

20
23

20
24

20
25

Passengers



Retail Sales

Retail Sales MSA (1000s) 

Percent ChangeYear
$37,351,7272016

-25.9%$27,691,7802017
9.8%$30,398,7682018
0.8%$30,638,7382019

-11.0%$27,271,8422020
25.0%$34,080,4852021
10.3%$37,603,0172022
-2.2%$36,790,2952023
3.4%$38,056,2932024
4.5%$39,754,1662025
4.0%$41,344,3322026



Accommodations

Percent 
ChangeADROccupancyYear

$166.3365.1%2021
13.4%$181.2869.8%2022
1.7%$186.1170.1%2023
0.5%$186.1870.2%2024
3.3%$187.3070.1%2025
4.7%$190.7671.1%2026



Labor Force & Employment

Unemployment 
Rate

Unemployed
EmploymentLabor Force

Year Percent 
Change

Percent 
Change

4.2%15,339352,304367,6432016
3.5%13,1761.7%358,1301.0%371,3052017
2.8%10,5942.6%367,4421.8%378,0362018
2.3%8,9713.5%380,1362.9%389,1072019
5.8%22,684-3.5%366,9320.1%389,6152020
3.5%14,0494.8%384,3782.3%398,4272021
2.8%11,6024.5%401,7233.7%413,3252022
2.5%10,9745.4%423,4815.1%434,4552023
3.5%15,6572.5%434,2483.6%449,9052024
3.8%17,3352.2%443,8412.5%461,1762025


