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UNEMPLOYMENT 
RATE (SC)

BLS LAU (not seasonally adjusted)
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Employment vs. Labor Force
Jan.2024 - Aug 2026

Labor Force Employment Unemployment Rate



UNEMPLOYMENT 
RATE 
(GREENVILLE-
SPARTANBURG-
ANDERSON CSA)

BLS LAU (not seasonally adjusted)
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Jan.2024 - June 2026

Labor Force Employment Unemployment Rate



UNEMPLOYMENT 
RATE (SC vs. US)

https://www.bls.gov/regions/southeast/news-release/laborunderutilization_south-carolina.htm
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MANUFACTURING 
EMPLOYMENT BY 
COUNTY

BEA CEW



EMPLOYMENT BY 
SECTOR 
(STATEWIDE)

BEA CEW
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EMPLOYMENT BY 
SECTOR 
(10 UPSTATE 
COUNTIES)

BEA CEW
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NATIONAL GDP









NATIONAL GDP







Source: https://www.realtor.com/research/state-report-cards-2026/



Source: https://www.realtor.com/research/metro-report-cards-2026/



U.S. INFLATION RATE
(GDP DEFLATOR)

U.S. Bureau of Economic Analysis

-4

-2

0

2

4

6

8

10

20
20

20
21

20
22

20
23

20
24

20
25

20
26

Pe
rc

en
t C

ha
ng

e

U.S. Inflation Rate 
(Seasonally Adjusted, Quarterly)

Inflation 4Q Moving Average



U.S. INFLATION RATE
ESTIMATED EFFECT OF 
TARIFFS (CPI)

Source: 
https://libertystreeteconomics.newyorkfed.org/2026/10/how-fast-do-tariffs-pass-through-into-consumer-prices/



Source: https://www.newyorkfed.org/markets/reference-rates/effr



LINGERING 
QUESTIONS

Tariffs… still

Iran conflict & fuel prices

Government spending, 
inflation, & interest rates

(When you have a 
hammer...)

Midterm election



LINGERING 
QUESTIONS

Additional concerns: 

 Delinquencies on loan payments up

 Highest rate since 2010

 Consumer expectation of higher prices up

 But unemployment expectations down slightly

Source: https://www.newyorkfed.org/microeconomics/sce#/



PROGNOSTICATION

Whoever wins the midterm, gov’t spending 
stays high – inflation persists

But some relief whenever fuel costs come back down

National economic growth stubbornly 
remains positive (if only just)

Affordability issues will be a drag

Longterm, concerned about crowding out effect

Economic climate, diversity, & quality of life 
help SC continue to outperform nation 

...at least a little bit



The Clemson University Regional Economic Analysis Laboratory (CU-REAL) conducts public policy 
and economic and fiscal impact analysis for public, private, and non-profit sector clients. CU-REAL 
is a unit of the Department of Political Science, College of Behavioral, Social & Health Sciences.

Email: carey2@clemson.edu
Web: cu-real.com

Twitter: @ClemsonREAL
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