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County Boundary Re-establishment Program 
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• Over the last 30+ years, the South Carolina Geodetic Survey has worked with South Carolina counties to 
help resolve ambiguities between county boundaries

SC Code of Law SECTION 27-2-105 
• Act No. 262 of 2014: “so as to authorize and direct the SCGS to clarify county boundaries…”

WHY
• Passage of time and growth has led to confusion over statutory county descriptions and the locations of 

county boundary lines 

• Exact and precise locations and boundaries of the State’s political subdivisions are critical for services, 
enforcement of property rights and election of public officials. 

• Necessary for state government and political subdivisions 

• Technology exists now to cost-effectively provide definite and permanent markers of boundary lines 



Code of law 
SECTION 4-3-240. Edgefield County.
“Edgefield County is bounded as follows: on the north and northeast by Greenwood and Saluda 
Counties;…..”

SECTION 4-3-470. Saluda County.
“….thence by the Long Cane road to Matt Mathis' crossroads; thence a straight line to Owdom's Post 
office; thence a straight line to Little Red Hill schoolhouse near Dr. Landrum's old place; thence a straight 
line to a point on the northwestern line of Pine Grove township, one mile north of Double Bridges;; ...”



SCGS County Boundary Clarification Process

• Research, fieldwork- to establish and monument location of boundary per 
statutory description

• Meet with county officials to share findings
• Schedule Public Meeting 

• Send meeting notification to affected parties along boundary 30-45 days prior to 
meeting

• Certification of Plat 
• Notify Affected Parties, local and state officials

• 60-day Appeal Window
• Record/File Plat under cover letter
• Date of letter is the Effective date of the boundary

• Notify Affected Parties, Local, State and Federal Officials



Act 262 of 2014 

Requirements of SCGS: 

• Upon reestablishing county boundary, SCGS shall certify its work and within 30 days of certification: 

• Provide copies to the administrator of each affected county; 
• Provide written notification to affected parties
• Provide notice and copies to the public through its official website and or other means it considers 

appropriate; and
•  Notify as it determines appropriate, other affected state and federal agencies 

• (Initiates 60 Day Appeal Process)

• Certified Surveys submitted to Secretary of State, Register of Deeds Offices, and South Carolina Department of 
Archives with Cover Letter

• Date of the cover letter is the date the surveys become effective
• Introduce Legislation to update Code of Law to reflect clarified boundary with State Plane Coordinates
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Steps for Clarifying Boundaries
SC Code of Law SECTION 27-2-105 (A)(1)



SC Code of Law SECTION 27-2-105 (B) (1)

• Affected Parties Disagreeing with SCGS: 

• May file request for a contested case hearing with the SC Administrative Law Court

• This decision may be appealed 

• “Affected Party”
• Governing body of an affected county 
• Governing body of a political subdivision of this State
• An elected official, other than a statewide elected official
• A property owner or an individual residing in the certification zone 
• A business entity located in the certification zone 
• A nonresident individual who owns or leases real property situated in the 

certification zone
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Title 4, Chapter 5 

• Change of Boundaries (After Clarified boundary becomes effective)

• S.C. Code § 4-5-120: Procedure for annexing part of county- governing body or 10 percent of registered voters 
petition in writing, shall deposit with the clerk of court an amount of money sufficient to cover the expenses of 
surveys , plats, annexation commission and the election to be held to determine whether the proposed annexation 
shall be effected and then file such resolution or petition in the office of the clerk of court

• S.C. Code § 4-5-130: Appointment of Commission for annexation- once presented to the governor then within 30 
days the governor shall appoint a commission of four persons

 
• S.C. Code § 4-5-140: Employment of Surveyors- commission may contract for survey and location of the proposed 

change of line and for such purpose may employ 3 surveyors 

• S.C. Code § 4-5-170: Governor shall order election; voting place; eligible electors- to be held in an area sought to 
be transferred and an election to be held in the county to which the area is proposed to be transferred 

• Propose and adopt Legislation 
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Boundary Change Compared to Current Parcel Layers



QUESTIONS?
Or Information You Would Like to Provide?
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TYPE IN COMMENTS SECTION

PLEASE CALL: 803-734-3793   
       or EMAIL:  boundary@rfa.sc.gov

We Will Work to Address Questions Promptly or Direct Questions 
to the Appropriate Agency or Jurisdictional Entity

https://rfa.sc.gov/Edge-Salu-2

Project Page:



Presentation on the Survey



Long Cane Road (S-21) 
Junction of Johnston Hwy and Long Cane Rd



Long Cane Road (S-21)
Glover Circle



Long Cane Road (S-21)
Glover Circle



Long Cane Road (S-21)
Weaver Rd



Long Cane Road (S-21)
Annas Ln



Mathis Cross Roads



Mathis Cross Roads



Odom/ Owdoms Post Office



Odom/ Owdoms Post Office



Odom/ Owdoms Post Office



Owdoms Post Office

Line from School 
District Map

½mi radius from 
nearest creek4mi radius from Meeting St.

Line from 1895 Saluda “Plat”



Little Red Hill Schoolhouse/ Little Red Hill Academy



Little Red Hill Schoolhouse/ Little Red Hill Academy



Little Red Hill Schoolhouse/ Little Red Hill Academy



Little Red Hill Schoolhouse/ Little Red Hill Academy



Little Mountain Creek
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