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MEMORANDUM FOR THE RECORD

DATE:  January 15, 2013
              Room 417, Dennis Building

              2:00 P.M.

SUBJECT:  Minutes of SC CMRS EMERGENCY TELEPHONE ADVISORY COMMITTEE MEETING
ATTENDEES: Committee Members – Bobby Bowers, Director Research & Statistics; Renee Hardwick, PSAP Representative; Joey Avery, PSAP Representative; Jerry Pate, Wireline Representative; Ted Creech, Wireless Representative  Staff – Frank Rainwater, David Morrison, Diane Porter, Amy Simpson  Guests – Chris Doolittle- McCormick County, Chris Nunnery-Lancaster County.    
I. Call to Order, Renee Hardwick.

II. Roll Call
III. Approval of minutes from the meeting on December 12th, 2012

· Joey Avery made a motion to approve the minutes, Ted Creech 2nd the motion.  All Committee Members voted in favor and the minutes were approved.

IV. Old Business  
·  Status of Cost Study/Audit 
Chairwoman Hardwick opened discussion in reference to Bauknight Pietras & Stormer, P.A. (BPS) asking for an extension in the deadline to gather the information they need.  David Morrison informed the committee that BPS hadn’t asked for a specific amount of time, and that members of ORS staff had had a meeting and discussed what would be a reasonable amount of time to extend the deadline, and they suggested to the committee an extension of 4 weeks.  There was discussion that with the holidays and New Year occurring during the data collection process, that the deadline be extended.  David reiterated that the deadline applies to the survey; however, we cannot proceed with setting the wire line surcharge without all counties participation.  BPS had indicated that they would rather have partial information than no information from the counties that have not yet submitted data.  Joey Avery made the motion to extend the deadline to March 1, 2013.  Ted Creech 2nd the motion.  All members voted in favor and the motion was passed.                      
· Committee By-Laws
Jerry Pate made a motion that the committee adopts the by-laws as presented by the Office of Research & Statistics.  Joey Avery 2nd the motion.  Renee asked for any discussion on the matter; Joey Avery stated that by adopting the by-laws presented, it gives the committee some structure to work from and offers enough latitude that if any changes come up that need to be made; the committee can make any necessary changes at that time.  Renee commented that the by-laws were a good foundation for the committee to work off of and outlined the basics of cost recovery and what the committee does.   Renee then called for a vote, all committee members voted to pass the motion, none opposed and the motion passed.                
V. New Business
· Activity Statements
David Morrison informed the committee that ORS recently sent letters to the treasurer’s office to pay the WSP’s the outstanding balances the committee voted to approve on 12-12-12 to get them caught up; however it wasn’t showing on the activity statement yet because they payments went out in January and the latest statement was the December statement.  He informed the committee that the next statement (January) should reflect the payments made to the WSP’s to catch them up.  Renee inquired about the extra 30% retro payments to the PSAP’s and David informed her that ORS has started the process of getting the PSAP’s reimbursements to them and they should start receiving those funds soon.  There were 144 PSAP cost recovery requests in 2012, and there is a lot of catching up to do.  The activity statements would begin to reflect those payments as we work on getting them out.  Renee mentioned that the committee should also investigate other items that could be added to the cost recovery list.  David replied that as PSAP’s call inquiring if certain items are recoverable, he adds those items that are not yet recoverable to a list he’s compiled for the committee to look at for consideration.  Joey Avery suggested adding that question to the survey, or sending out an email so the PSAP’s have an opportunity to respond and the committee could address it at the next meeting.      
· McCormick County
Chris Doolittle from McCormick County was appointed Director of McCormick County E911 six months ago.  He came before the committee to ask for an advance in funds they need in order to upgrade their current system.  He stated that back in 2007 the committee and ORS helped them put in the first 911 system in McCormick County.  It was an advanced system that took them from basic to Phase II compliant, and had it not been for the help from the committee and ORS, they would not have been able to upgrade back then.  He went on the explain the demographics and population of McCormick County and that a large portion of their population is on a fixed income and they have to be careful of what they raise taxes on to raise money to put into the system.  He explained that county council has approved more dispatch positions and funding for training to improve staff and   their communications system.  Mr. Doolittle said he was before the committee again asking for their help in funding and presented two options for the committee to consider.  He explained they are working closely with Frontier communications, Candice a representative from Frontier, joined in on the conference line.  Renee Hardwick referred to Frank Rainwater asking if this was a conflict of interest by Mr. Doolittle submitting quotes.  Mr. Rainwater answered that if the quotes were submitted to a local government, it was public information.   Mr. Doolittle went on to explain/outline both the options he presented to the committee and stated they were estimates.  He stated he was working with David to determine what was covered at 70% and 100% to try to get the figures closer to an exact figure they would need.  McCormick County is putting steps in place to put together a capital improvement fund to set money aside annually in the county budget to upgrade their system in the next 5 years so they wouldn’t have to request an advance again.  He then thanked the committee for their help in the past and for the increase they voted on to increase the percentages from 40% to 70% as that has helped them a lot.  There was some discussion on figures and equipment that would be included in the upgrade.  Renee Hardwick informed the new committee members that the last time an advance was made to McCormick County, it was done by the B&CB out of the Administrative 2% portion of the fund and that loan was paid back by McCormick County.  She then asked Mr. Doolittle if that was again the intent to pay back the funds if they were granted another advance to which he replied they would not be in the position to pay the money back this time.  Bobby Bowers stated that ORS didn’t have the latitude to make a “grant” out of the general fund.  Frank Rainwater stated that some analysis and further research would have to be done before a decision could be made on the best way to handle the situation.  Chris Doolittle thanked the committee for their consideration.           
VI.      Future Meetings











· Next meeting scheduled for Tuesday, February 19th at 9:30 AM.       

VII.       Comments Prior to Adjourning

· David Morrison mentioned that he had a new WSP that is requesting cost recovery and he will send paperwork he’s received, however he was under the impression that since they have not received any cost recovery reimbursement as of yet, they would need to come talk to the committee.  Renee said that that is something they have done in the past, the first time a WSP submits for cost recovery they had to come do a presentation on what they were going to do.  David stated that everything the new WSP has submitted so far was in line with what others had requested in the past.  Renee said she didn’t know of anything written anywhere that suggested that they had to come and do a presentation to the committee.  David stated section 65 there was something there; Renee asked him to research that.    
· Renee asked David to also follow up on the application of a WSP member from Sprint out of Charleston County.  David stated in his last communication with him (before the 2nd CMRS Committee meeting) he asked him to get a letter of recommendation sent it and Bobby Bowers would walk it over to the Governor’s office; however he has not received that letter of recommendation yet, but he would follow up with him.  

· Renee asked if anyone on the phone had any questions or comments.  One of the phone attendees thanked the committee for allowing people to dial in, there were no further comments by any other audience members.   

VIII. Adjournment     
· Bobby Bowers made a motion to adjourn, after confirming date/time of next meeting Ted Creech 2nd the motion.  All members voted in favor and the meeting was adjourned.  
With no further business pending, the meeting was adjourned. 

Attachments:  Agenda

Public Notice of this meeting was posted at 

These minutes were approved on February ___, 2012
________________________________

Amy Simpson
